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This thesis examines the concept of political liberty (or freedom – the two terms are used as synonyms). In the first chapter I deal with the
necessary and sufficient conditions for an agent to be considered free or unfree. This is an opinionated overview that lays the ground for the
following sections but which does not reach firm conclusions. The second chapter deals with the value of liberty and asks in what way and to
what extent liberty can be considered valuable. I conclude that liberty can be held to be valuable both instrumentally and constitutively but that
not all freedoms are therefore equally valuable. In the final chapter I consider the measurement of freedom and conclude that epistemically, it
may be possible to measure freedom in an overall sense. In practice, however, it is not possible at the current time nor for the foreseeable future.
Furthermore, I argue that a non-evaluative measurement of freedom will lead to very counter-intuitive results.
The second and third chapters of this thesis owe a special debt to two recent books on liberty that have, in my view, taken the debate to a higher
level. The first is “A Measure of Freedom” by Ian Carter and the second is “The Quality of Freedom” by Matthew Kramer.
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